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B., mit be aolseted on account of thar bitternDs. The
bark of the Australian sassafras tree (atherosperum oneh-
sus, Forst,) has already obtained some celebrity as a substi-
tute for tea. Administered in a greater degree of concentra-
tion, it is diaphoretic as well as diuretic, and has for this reason
already been practically introduced into medicine by one of our
eminent physicians. Isotona aziUlari, Lindl., surpases all
other indigenous lobeliacee in its intense acridity, and can be
therefore only cautiously employed instead of lobelia inflata.
The root of malva Behriana, Schlect., scarcely differs from that
of althaa officinalu, and the salep root might be collected from
many orchidece. Few may be aware that the cajuput oil of
lndia is obtained from trees very similar to our common mela-
leucce; and that even from the leaves of the eucalypti an oil can
be procured of equal utility. The sandarac exuding from the
callitris or pine tree, the balsamic resin of the grass trees, and
moreover the eucalyptus gum, which could be gathered in
boundless quantities, and which, for its astringent qualities,
might here at least superede the use of kino or catechu, will
probably at a future period form articles of export

" Several acacia are of essential service, either for their
durable wood, or for the abundance of tannin in their bark,
which has rendered them already useful, or for their gum; but
the latter is even excelled in clearness and solubility by that
obtained from pittosporum acaciides, A. Cunningh. This
species, as well as many other plants of the same order, is dis-
tinguished by a surprising yet apparently harmless bitterness-
a quality that warrants our expecting considerable medicinal
power, and which deserves so much more attention, as till now
we knew nothing of the usefuluess of the pittosporece,
although this order extends over a great part of the eastern
hemisphere.

" The Australian manna consists in a saccharine secretion,
condensed chiefly by the cicades from a few species of eucalyp-
tus, but is chemically very differently constituted to the ornzus
manna, and much less aperient All our splendid diosmece-a
real ornament to the country-approach more or less in their
effect to the South African bucco-bushes.
"Baeckea utilis, F. Mull., from Mount Aberdeen, might

serve travellers in those desolate localities as tea; for the vola.
tile oil of its leaves resembles greatly in taste and odour that of
lemons, not without a pleasant peculiar aroma. Trigonella
suavisima, Lindl., proved valuable as ail antiscorbutic spinach
in Sir Thomas Mitchell's expedition; and the tetragonella im-
plexicoma, Miquel, the various cardamines, nasturtium ter-
restre, R. Br., or Lawrencia spicata, Hook., may likewise be
used for the same purpose. The root of scorzonera Lawrencii,
Hook., a favourite food of the natives, would form, if enlarged
by culture, an agreeable substitute for scorzonera Hispanica,
or asparagus; and anisotome glacialis, F. Mull., a large rooted
umbelliferous plant from the snowy top of Mount Buller, will
be added hereafter perhaps to the culinary vegetables of the
colder climates. Seeds of the latter plants, amongst many
others, have been procured for the Botanic Gardens. Santa-
tun lanceolatum, R. Br., Mesembryanthemum aquilaterale, Haw.,
Leptoneiia pungens, F. Mull., and L. acerba, F. Mull., deserve
notice for their agreeable fruit." (Pharmaceutical Journal,
Sept 1855.)

ASSOCITION INTLGENCE.

EDITORSHIP OF THE JOURNAL.
Dr. ANDREW W'YNTER, of Curzon Street, Mayfair, London, has

been elected Editor of this JOuRNAL. iThere were fourteen can-
didates for the vacant office.

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.
NXAE OF BRANCH. PLACE 0O MEETISNG. DATE.

METROP. COUNTIES. 37, S1oho Square, Tues., Oct. 9,
[Special Meeting.] London. 4 P.m.

BATH AND BRISTOL. White Lion, BristoL Tues., Oct. 9,
[Special Meeting.] 5.45 P.m.

BMINGHIIAM AND Mm- Dee's Royal Hotel, Thurs., Oct.
LAND COUNTIES. Birminggham. 11, 7 P.m.
[General Meeting.]

BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH: QUARTERLY
MEETING.

The Quarterly Meeting of the above Branch was beld at the
York House, Bath, on Sept. 20th, 1855; Dr. W. BUDD, Pre-
sident, in the Chair. Thiere were also present: J. Barrett, Esq.
(Bath); J. S. Bartrum, Esq. (Bath); W. H. Brace, Esq.
(Bath); W. J. Church, Esq. (Bath); H. Clark, Esq. (Brstol);
J. Collins, Esq. (Chow Magna); J. Crang, Esq. (Timsbury);
C. Edwards, Esq. (Batheaston); W. Davies, M.D. (Bath); F.
Flower, Esq. (Chilcompton); J. L. Green, Esq. (Bristol); T.
Green, Esq. (Bristol); J. C. Jennings, Esq. (Malmesbury); G.
Kitng, Esq. (Bath); C. Leonard, Esq. (Bristol); F. M on
Esq. (Batlh); E. S. Mayor, Esq. (Bristol); Jos. Metford, Esq.
(Bristol); (i. Mantell, M.D. (Bath); J. J. Mitchell, Esq.
(Bath); W. F. Morganu, Esq. (Bristol); 0. Norman, Esq.
(Bath); A. Prichard, Esq. (Bristol); C. Smerdon, Esq. (Bris-
tol); N. Smith, Esq. (Bristol); J. Smith Soden, Esq. (Bath);
E. Skeate, Esq. (Bath); J. K. Spender, Esq. (Bath); P.R.
Sleeman, Esq. (Bristol); P.. N. Stone, Esq. (Bath); J. G.
Swayne, M.D. (Biistol); S. H. Swayne, Esq. (Bristol); E. H.
Swete, Esq. (Wrington); J. Tunstall, M.D. (Bath); T. Wash-
bourne, Esq. (Corsham); G. Vicary, Esq. (Warminster); J. G.
Wilson, lsq. (Bristol); F. H. Woodforde, M.D. (Taunton).
The visitors present were Sir G. BallingaU, M.D. (Edin-
burgh); Dr. Lyon (Manchester); Mr. Stansfield (Redland);
Mr. Wilson (Bristol); Messrs. Blagden and Poole (Bath).
The minutes of the last quarterly meeting were read and con-

firmed.
EVISCERATION OF THE FCETUS IN PROLONGED ARI

PRESENTATION. BY J. G. SWLYNE, M.D.

rThis paper has been received for publication in the JoUnN3l]
Dr. SWAYNE, in answer to various inquiries, stated that the

pelvis in the case narrated was not deformed; that every en-
deavour had been made to pass up the hand to turn the child;
that he did not find chloroform induce uterine relaxation, that,
in hand presentations, when the membranes were unbroken,
the child might be saved. If, however, they had long been
ruptured, the child, from pressure on the cord, was almost
surely dead. In protracted cases, if the head had descended
into the pelvis, it became necessary to decapitate the child.

Mr. FLOwr.u narrated a case in which, a woman having been
many hours in labour, the shoulder was found impacted in the
pelvis; exhaustion came on, and it was needful to terminate
labour as speedily as possible. The head was separated, and
was afterwards brought down by the crotchet: using one blade
of the forceps and the hand, to avoid any injury to the mother's
soft parts.

Dr. MANTELL gave a case under his observation in a very
strorng woman. The shoulder was completely wedged into the
pelvis. The arm and shoulder were removed; the chest was
then laid open and emptied. The head was brought down,
and perforated through the roof of the mouth. The woman
did very well: other cases he had known die of sloughing.

Mir. SIEEAN, when a pupil of Dr. Rigby's, had seen several
such1 cases; but Rigby objected to dividing the spine: he cut
through the ribs, and delivered with the crotchet, but was of
opinion that there was great risk of injuring the woman by the
divided bones of the spine. Moreover, it was very difficult to
get at the spine, to divide it.

Mr. STONE believed that much of the facility in turning in
these impacted cases depended on the previous hemorrhage
In one case, he found the arm protruding, the shoulder wedged
in the pelvis; the placenta was in the bed, and the woman
almost dead from heemorrhage. After several attempts, he was
able to turn; and the woman did very well.

Mr. J. BARRETT gave a case where, though eventually the
child was turned with great difficulty, the bwmorrhage, which
had been enormous, had not lessened the uterine muscular ac-
tion. The woman died from the effects of labour.

Dr. SWAYNE had found chloroform abolish the action of the
voluntary muscles, and in some cases lessen the action of the
uterus; it does not, however, endanger the patient afterwards.
It is not difficult to divide the spine; after openiing the thorax,
the operator should pass his finger, and then a hook, to keep
the spine steady: being pulled towards the operator, it is then
cut across by bone forceps. He considered diision of the
spine an important operation, but it is not mentioned in the
English works, though recognised in some of the French
works on midwifery.
Mr. CoNwAY EDwARDs had found, under chloroform, uterine

action rather increaed, though voluntary muscular action was
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ao ILe d oe wo , he had turnd ive times. The
Arnt time, he with dilffiulty effeetd it in twenty-ive minutes;
the second time, after emptying the bladder, he was ten

tsting; in the last three labour., he had used chloo-
for, wben uterine action had been so strong that he had
been obliged to control it by opium.
Mr. JNNINGS WAR called in by an ignorant midwife to a case

where the labour had been on forty-eight hours; the arm was
protuded,Uand wedged in the pelvis. He used antimony and
opium freely; the parts became relaxed, so that he was able to
turn without much trouble.
Mr. KING and Mr. SLrrxN mentioned cases of pregnancy

at 13J, 14, and 15 years of age.

A CASE OF SUCCESSFUL OVARIOTOXY COMBrNED WrTH PREGNANCY,
FOLLOWED BY ABSCESS. BY J. G. WmSON, ESQ.

[This paper wil be published in the JOURNAL.]
Mr. SODEN, Mr. NORMAN, and Mr. J. BwrTT, mentioned cases

where smaU abscesses were formed, having the silk ligatures in
their centres.

Mr. WiLsON, notwithstanding these and analogous cases,
could not conceive that the ligatures were the cause of the
purulent secretion. The ligatures were of the finest silk, cut
as olosely as poasible. Had this been the first case, he might
suppose so; but his two previous cases had suffered from no
inconvenience. In one, five years had elapsed; she had borne
a child, and they both were well. A question might be raised,
whether the pregnancy had not some influence on this sup-
purative inflammation.

Mr. CL&ARx could not but consider that this suppuration in
some measure arose from the ligatures. He had known a case
where, after years, the ligatures cut short had been found in an
abscess. Sometimes years elapse before inflammation is set up
around and by foreign bodies. In this operation, he did not
consider we had yet sufficiently prolonged expenrence to say
whether the ligatures could safely be returned into the pen-
toneal cavity.

Sir GEORGE BATTLNGALL observed that, on the question of
long or short ligatures, Hennen recommended the short cut,
Guthrie the long cut. He (Sir George Ballingall) had often
seen abscess follow short cut ligatures, and had a great horror
of leaving foreign bodies in wounds. He gave two cases in his
museum where balls had been lodged forty-four and forty-eight
years in the tibia, and at that date required removal.

Dr. WOODFORDE had a dread of foreign bodies in wounds:
the number of ligatures had but little influence. In the case
he had laid before this Branch, a large hempen ligature had
been used without any unpleasant result. The surface, over
which a large number of small ligatures were spread, would be
a greater source of irritation than if that surface was smaller.
He could not but suppose that the surface exposed would con-
siderably influence the danger of the operation; the less tbe ex-
posed surface, the less the danger.

Mr. WILsoN reminded the meeting that the peculiarity of his
operation was a ver-y small opening into the abdomen, hardly
larger than to pass a trocar. This aperture was kept filled by
the cyst, which was retained close to the wound, not allowing
any air to enter. This permitted an exploration to be made, to
ascertain the presence of adhesions, the nature of -the diseased
ovary, the quaity of the flnid secreted. If the case was not
found suitable for operation, the smallness of the wound les-
sened the risk of inflammation. The cyst is emptied by a
trocar, is gradually drawn out, and the least vascular parts are
removed; the bleeding vessels being tied by line ligatures, and
the cyst then returned into the abdomen.
Mr. CLAxx reminded Mr. Wilson that the secretion of the sac

must be considered. After evacuating and removing a portion
of a cyst, the remainder continues to secrete similar noxious
fluids; which is most likely to give rise to inflammation.
Moreover, fluid which in a quiet state was pellucid and in-
nocuous probably became, from irritation, more glutinous and
stimulatiDg. From the small size of the incision, he could
not understand how the presence of adhesions could be
known.

Mr. WMSON, in several cases that promised favourably before
examination, had discontinued on finding the fluid viscid, ropy,
or otherwise unpromising this he thought the strong recom.
mendation of his procedure. In no cases had he found that the
portion of the cyst returned to the abdomen continued to secrete.
Within four or five days, peritonitis would come on, if it did at
alL In his only fatal case, peritonitis arose from an acci-
dent; the pediele having necessarily been tied.
Mr. J. BARRETT and Mr. Cr-A suggested that the fluid pro-

bablyw rig more limpid and los smulating, and,from
varus causes, became gelatinou.
Dr. SwAm thought it not improbable that the abscs in

this case arose from the general state of hyperamia incident
on pregnancy

Dr. TUNSTALL suggested whether there was not an antago-
nistic action between the pregancy and the suppurative pro-
cess. This latter came into force when the state of pregnancy
was ended; for if the ligature had much to do with it, the two
former cases would not have gone on so long without sup-
puration.

Mr. PRicHAw could not assent to this doctrine in Mr. Wil.
son's ease; for fractures and wounds heal as readily, if not
more readily, during pregnancy.
In answer to Dr. BUDD, who referred to the cases recently re.

ported in Edinburgh, treated by iodine injections, Mr. WISON
stated that, if this case did not cease to discharge, he should
try them. In one case, he had tried them; in it, however, the
constitutional disturbance was so intense, and attacks of in-
flammation so severe, that he should defer it for a time.

THE STATE OF THE ASSOCATION.
The PIRESIENT delivered the following remarks :-Before we

separate, it has been thought desirable that some notice should
be taken of the schism in our ranks, which has grown out of
the proceedings of the York meeting. You are, no doubt, all
aware that this schism has already led to the defection of many
distinguished members of the Association, and that Dr. Cowan
and Mr. Harrinson, of Reading, have put out a circular inviting
others to secede, with the view to break up the old Association,
and establish a new one in its place. Notwithstanding the
length to which matters have already gone, I earnestly hope,
for the credit of all, that means may yet be found to reconcile
the contending parties. I cannot for a moment suppose that such
a reconciliation is impossible or even difficult. Of this I am
sure, that our most urgent duty, as a Branch, is to do all in
our power to promote it, and to heal the unhappy breach that
has occurred among us. At any rate, I hope that, in any dis-
cussion that may anse on the subject to-night, no member
may be betrayed into the use of expressions that may tend to
widen it.

I shall not enter now into any consideration of the questions
which were debated at the York meeting. Whatever views we
may entertain of those questions, much occurred at that meet.
ing which every thoughtful man, and every true friend of the
Association must deplore. There appears to have been, in par-
ticular, a singular absence of that mutual forbearance which is
absolutely essential to the safe conduct of discussions affecting
the constitution and government of large and complex bodies.
I will also take this opport."nity of recording my own opinion
that Dr. Cormack did not receive at the hands of that meeting
the consideration which was due to him. Many things have
appeared from time to time in the JouxwAL, to which, in com-
mon with others, I have taken strong exception. But we must
remember that the conduct of a journal is a very difficult thing;
and that, do what one will, it is impossible to please all parties.
That the JouRNAL has vastly improved under Dr. Cormack's
management is, I believe, admitted by all. The great accesion
of new members which has occurred during his Editorship, is
the best proof that it has been on the whole successful. When-
Dr. Cormack was elected, I believe we only numbered 1,400;
now we number, or rather, I should say, prior to the York meet-
ing, we did number 2,200. This is a very large increase. It
would not be just, in fact, to Dr. Cormack not to acknowledge
that he has laboured with great zeal in our behalf, and, as I
believe, with an honest desire to increase the influence of the
Association, and add to its power. On these grounds, if on no

other, lie was entitled to more considerate treatment than he
received at York. I also think that, on mere pecuniary grounds,
the Association should have paused before curtailing, by a
hundred a-year (by the removal of the Secretaryship to Wor-
cester) the amount of Dr. Cormack's official income. Although
this step might not amount exactly to a direct breach of faith,
yet, under all the circumstances, it placed the Association in a

position which is not a handsome one for a great body like ours
to hold towards a paid officer. As an humble member of that
body, I feel it myself to be a very painful one.
Having commented thus freely on the proceedings at York,

I may now add that the course which Dr. Cowan has seen fit
to take, in consequence of those proceedings, is still more un-

justifiable. In the first place, the letter in which he announces
his resignation is, to use the mildest terms, a very hasty and
intemperate letter. It contains one expression, in particular,
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whieh i qt unwarranted by anything which occurred at York,
if the proceedings of the meeting there can be relied on as oor-
retly reported. His attempt to break up the Association is
stll more indefensible. Dr. Cowan appears on the ara as a
reformer. For three successive annual meetings he carries
everything his own way, but on the veryfirst occasion on which
his views are thwarted, instead of bowing to the mAjority, and
waiting, like other reformers, for the development of opinion,
and a more favourable opportunity for enforcing his objects, he
at once resigns all connexion with our body, and not content
with that, takes active measures for bringing about its imme-
diate dissolution. If this is to be the course men are to take,
it appears to me that the very principle of Association is at an
end. I may add, further, that the reasons which Dr. Cowan
puts forward for his secession are, to my mind, the very reasons
why he should at least have postponed such a step. If the
York meeting did not, as he alleges, represent the true opinions
of the Association at large, surely the right course would have
been to have waited until measures were taken by which those
opinions might be more correctly ascertained. I cannot help
saying here that nothing has given me greater distrust of the
times in which we live than the very insufficient grounds on
which men who have been bound together for years in ties of
brotherhood are ready to break away from one anotlher the
moment any difference of opinion arises among them. If this
unhappy division extends, what a melancholy spectacle of dis-
union shall we not exhibit to other branches of the community.
How damaging and, I may add, how discreditable, will it be to
us. How fatally will it weaken the whole profession in any
efforts it may make, as a body, for the attainment of any great
and common objects. It has been suggested that all these
troubles might have been avoided if we had strictly confined
ourselves to scientific objects, and had avoided the stormy sea
of politics. But even if it were thought desirable to exclude
politics, which I do not admit, it would be simply impossible to
do so. In a complex state of society, like ours, great questions
of public polity must be constantly arising, in which the inter-
ests of the medical profession are necessarily deeply concerned,
and in the settlement of which an Associatioz like this is
bound to take its part, or abdicate some of its most important
functions.

Mr. JOHN BAiRETT observed that he felt some hesitation in
introducing the subject of his motion to the meeting, as he
seldom took part in matters of this sort, and as he could have
wished it to have been undertaken by some one of those he saw
around him whose names would carry with them more weight
than his could, and he had so exppressed himself in private; on
no other grounds had he any hesitation in coming forward to
resist an attempt to break up an institution which, whatever
may have been its faults, had done much good in producing
lindly intercourse among the members of our common pro-
fession, and which, as this evening's discussion had proved, was
capable of advancing its most legitimate object, the cultivation
of medical science. This was an attempt to break up an insti-
tution with whose history are associated the memories of the
great and good, and thus to deprive us of one of the best safe-
guards against what is wrong, of one of the strongest in-
cwtives to what is right. This was an attempt to supplant
a time honoured institution with a new Utopian and, as a
little examination of its scheme would show, an impracticable
chimera.
And on what grounds was this attempt made? He denied

the allegations in Dr. Cowan's letter of resignation, in which he
had been invited to join; if it was insulting to our metropolitan
brethren to retain the original name and character of the insti-
tution, then it was an insult to have originally joined such an
institution; but the truth was, that antagonism to our metro-
politan brethren never formed a feature of our institution. It
was not responsible for any remarks which may have been
made at the York meeting, it was responsible only for the con-
elusions to which it had arrived by a vote of the majority, and to
its voice as expressed at our annual meetings we were bound,
in duty, to yield. On this point the parties now endeavouring
to break up our institution might have learnt a lesson from their
opponents; they had attained their objects at Manchester by a
vote of the majority, and this vote the Executive Council acted
on, because it was such, though it was contrary to the law, and
attained irregularly. Nor was any necessity shown for the
grave step now under consideration. If these gentlemen con-
sidered the decision of the York meeting wrong, let them re-
verse it at a future meeting. No great objects could ever be
effected if, directly one section of a community was thwarted in
its wishes, it attempted to break the common bond of union.

If there was anything real in the oft used expressions, "dignity
and respectability of the profession", both would be lessened in
the eyes of the public by this attempt; it would give point to the
reproach so frequently thrown on us that we could never agree
amongst ourselves, and thus our status would be lowered, and
thus our power of carrying out those great duties we owed to
ourselves and the public would be most seriously interfered
with; whilst, therefore, he studiously wished to leave it open to
every member to express at the proper time his opinion on the
questions now agitating the institution, he hoped to gan a

unanimous expression of determination from the meeting that
they would be no parties to the present attempt to break it up.
He concluded by moving the following resolution:-
" That this meeting, without expressing any opinion on the

different questions now agitating the Association, strongly dis-
approves of the attempt now being made by Dr. Cowan and
Mr. Harrinson to break up the Association, by inviting mem-
bers to resign, as unwarrantable, and injurious to the interests
of the profession."
The resolu:ion was seconded by Mr. GRxzN, and passed

unanimously.
It was then proposed by Dr. DAvEs, seconded by Mr. J. G.

WILSON, and agreed to unanimously-
"That this meeting pledges itself to use every means in its

power to support and further the objects of the Association,
such as they have been during a period of more than twenty.
three years."
The Secretaries were directed to summon, at an early date, a

special meeting of the Branch, to frame new Rules for the
Branch, in consequence of the new laws passed at York, as well
as to deliberate on any other subject arising out of the late pro-
ceedings.

MONMOUTHSHIRE AND SOUTH WALES BRANCH:
CIRCULAR ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT.

TEx following document has been forwarded for publication in
the JoupNx.
"To the Members of the Monmouthshire and South Wales Branch

of the Provincial Medical and Surgical Association.
"GENTExEN,-A sense of duty impels me to address you

on the subject ofthe important events now taking place; fraught,
as I fear they are, with great danger to the future vitality, if
not to the very existence of our Association.
" At the recent York meeting, certain resolutions were brought

forward, having for their objects the substitution of the word
' BITISH' for that of ' PaovxcuL' in the designation of our
institution, and the settlement of our polity on a purely repre-
sentative basis. The failure in the attempt to earry these, and
the decision of the meeting in favour of a separation of the
office of General Secretary from that of Editor of the JouxAL,
have led to the retirement from our ranks of Dr. Cormack, Dr.
Cowan, and others of our most talented and esteemed asso-
ciates; amongst whom, one most valued by ourselves, Mr.
Michael, has, I regret to say, just tendered, through me, his
resipation of the office of Honorary Secretary to our Branch,
an office which he has performed so much to his own credit,
and to.the signal satisfaction of us all.
"Having appended my name to the Memorial whiah was

presented at the York meeting, in favour of the change of title
and of the extension of the representative system, I feel caxled
upon to state briefly to you, why I consider that the temporary
frustration of my wishes would afford no justification for my
sudden secession from the Association.
" In the first place, I hold that the very essence of our com-

bination is the spirit of unity and brotherly love, paramount
and worthy of being preserved even at the cost of much sacri-
fice of our individual desires and opinions.

" Secondly: That the avowed and recognised objects of that
combination remaining unaltered and in full force, we are
bound in honour to each other to lend no countenance to an
organised opposition, aiming at nothing less than a desertion
en masse from the standard which brought us together.

" Thirdly: That the most ardent sympathy with our reform-
ing friends fails to justify us, as men of reflecting and philoso-
phic minds, in despairing of ultimate success, if our views be
indeed just, wise, and beneficial.
" Had my sense of the duty each member of our Association

owes to his brethren been less clear to me than it is at this
juncture, 1 should have deemed myself, as your President for
the current year, called upon to hesitate ere I gave you the
example by my own hand, of dismembering the structure it
has cost so many yeas and so much labour to ereet; but, for
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swnmaso above statd,I have sat soruped to decline beept.
g X e ade tom b* Dr. CNc}k ad DI. Cowan.

Ixm. dme so upon principl, and from a conviotion that how.
w d b mAy be the reforms they advocate, the method
SW ham adopted for enforcing them is not justifed by the
_mstimees In separating themselves from the only power-

hi organisation hitherto existing amongst us, upon the plea of
dkclr Anng themselves in a minority on certain questions, at
a mintig of little more than a twentieth part of our members,
the we dealing a heavy blow, not only at our Association, but
f ere at our profession itself, already too famous for its

t of uanimity in council and of steadfastness in action;
and if they should succeed in their contemplated ob*et of
establishing another Association out of the deijecta membra
they are rallying around them, what better end can they ex-
pet to attain than the melancholy exhibition of a house
divided against itself, a tottering fabric not even respectable
from the antiquity of its ruins, exciting the mirth and contempt
of every other profession?
"Mr. Michael has suggested the propriety of counvening a

seial general meeting of our body to deliberate on the diffi.
alties of our position. To this I have given my oordial con-
currence, leaving to him to settle both time and place, of which
notice w be forwarded toyoa in due course.

"I am, Gentlemen, your very obedient servant,
" ELMES Y. STEELE.

"Aberavenny, Sept. 26th, 1855."

EDITOR'S LETTER BOX.

THOUGHTS ON THE CRISIS
LETTER FJOm HUMPrERY SumwrrH, M.D.

Smt,-It is impossible for any man who has a just concern
fort the welfare of the Association, to behold the signs of ap-
proaching convulsion, without resolving to do what hc can to
avert the catastrophe. For what do we see? An institution,
the growth of twenty-three years, which has gone on steadily
widening its sphere and diffusing its benefits, suddenly arrested
in its course, and giving unmistakeable tokens of approaching
ruin. Break it up into its two antagonist parties, the sta-
tionary and the progressive, and each will become a feeble
section, shorn of that influence which resulted from their
unity.
To calm the passions of contending parties, and thus gain

time for temperate discussion, seems to me the dictate of prac-
tical wisdom. It would only ensure the deprecated ruin, to
join the standard of secession unfurled by Dr. Cowan. While
I hfuy agree with the statements of his circular, "that the
proceedings of the annual meeting just held at York are op-
posed to the interests of the medical profession, insulting to
our London colleagues, and directly at variance with the wishes
of a large majority of the members;" and while I signed the
memorial addressed to the meeting at York by 453 members;
still I am bound to admit that the results of that meeting were
obtaiued in a constitutional manner. Dr. Cotton indeed seems
to convey, that the Council " got rid of that document " im-
properly; Dr. Herbert Barker asserts that it was "ignored";
and the Council of the West Somerset Branch " iew withi ex.
treme regret and surprise the resolution of the General Council
which postponed the reception of the document so numerously
and intluentially signed until the end of the second day's meet-
ing, thereby in effect preventing its being considered and dis.
cussed." Can these accusations be maintained? Certainly
not, unless we are prepared to ascribe a want of honouir and
veracity to the distinguished individuals who compose the Exe-
cutive Council, and who in their address positively ascribe the
delay to causes over which they had no control. They " regret
tha, owing to the late period at which the memorial was re-
ceived, it was in its natural order brought before the annual
meeting towards the close of its proceedings; and that it was
thus unfortanately deprived of that consideration to which the
important nature of its contents, as well as the eminence and
number of the memorialists, naturally entitled it. Nevertbe-
less, the Executive Council feel that the memorial, haVing been
published in the JouaNAL both previous to and since the annual
meeting, could not fail to have had its just influence upon the
minds of the general and executive body of the Association."
The impolicy of such a statement, if unfounded, were there
no higher cosdertion, forbids the supposition of untruth.

The obnoxio.s York reoutiovs wee ried in a
manner: and the movemnt pwty hve cbiefy to blame thsa.
selves for the defeat of projects which, instead of thowseldv
being preent to defend them, they too coultlytrusted to ths
posuasive power of the reasons aied in their memorial. Let
that party, then, instead of rallying under the banner of Dr.
Cowan, promote their views as widely as possibl by every legi.
tiate means, and wait in dignified patience another year; an
then muster in such strength at Birmingham as to secure the
objects they have so mtch at heart The coure chalked out
by Dr. Cowan can only serve to strengthen the hands of those
who swear by the present constitution of things, and who, in
the event of a wide-spred secession from the ranks of the
Association, will have it all their own way at the Birmingham
meeting. It is surely unwise thus to revolt against a system of
things which is not irreversible by the manlier course of moral
suasion; and it will rivet on the stationary or retrograde part
the chains of oligarchical repression. What is still more to be de-
precated, this schism will present the medical profession to the
public eye as a rope of sand, without unity, symmetry, or
strength.
There is even hope of partial relief nearer at hand than the

period of the next annual meeting at Birmingham; for some
conciliatory response by the Executive Council may surely, in
the interim, be looked for in reply to the temperate appeal of

the Council of the West Soimerset Branch. Such language as

the latter have used, it may be confidently hoped, wiU accom.

plish the double purpose of securing at once its primary object
with the Council, and the secondary result of arresting the pro-
gress of secession. " They therefore (the Council of the West
Somerset Branch) respectfully express the hope that the Exe-

cutive Council will for the present suspend, as far as may be
necessary, the carrying out of the resolutions of the York meet-
ing, composed as it was of so small a proporiion of the members;
and proceed to take such steps as will put tlhem in possession
of the views of the whole Association on the said declaration of
opinion, which now stands recorded in the minutes of its pro.
ceedings."
My aim, it will be seen, is a strictly conservative one, but in

connexion with progress. I regret, as much as any man, the
untoward events of the retrograde movement at York. The
reasons for a contrary course are not " visionary ones ", as Mr.
Nunneley believes; still less would the changes advocated by
the movement party convert the Association into " a debating
club". Why should an attempt to widen the basis of our con-

stitution and the sphere of our operations introduce " all sorts

of subjects rather than those which relate to professional ob-
jects"? And if "political influence" should be superadded to

our " powers as a professional body", will there be no practical
advantage in being able to bring this influence to bear on Par-
liament for the correction of numerous abuses and anomalies
both in our own profession and in the arrangements of society?
As to Mr. Husband's notion, that, by adopting a more liberal
constitution of things, provincial practitioners will " sink into
a mere appanage of a metropolitan body," can he adduce any
parallel case to warTant the assumption? The British Associa-
tion for the Promotion of Scienee is an example to the con-
trary, by the perfect equality which obtains amnonigst all its
members, metropolitan and provinciaL Neither is it clear, as

he argues, that empires and societies necessarily fall, because,
in the one case, "they attempt too much", and, in the other,
" aim too high ". Failure is much more commonly the result of
low aims and too limited a sphere of operations. Neither can I
see any weight in the romantic sentiments of those who insist
so much on the good fellowship and friendly intercourse of the
early days of the Association. Doubtless it is pleasant to dwell
on the incidents connected with the infancy of the institution.
But "onward" is the motto of the men of this generation.
By its manlier tone, the speech of Mr. Eddowes, at Shrews-
bury,* commends itself to the judgment of his readers, as a
successful response to thje less enterprising remarks of Dr.
Shapter.t The severe tone of the heathen moralist is
applicable to our own cas: "Curis acuet mortalia corda."
Rational medicine, awaking from the sleep of bygone ages of
ignorance and empricism, and seeing the ruin which has been
perpetrated on successive generations, feels the importance of
immediate action with a view to rescue civilisation from count-
less evils and abuses; and, for this purpose, calls on all her
enlightened sons to combine in one mighty phalanx, that, by
their united and harmonious aetion on society, the honour of
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